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Appendix: Greener Alternatives Recommendations 
 



In Q410, 51.6% of College Of The Desert's total spend with Office Depot was on Recycled / 
Remanufactured items, up 13.4% from Q310.  Also, 4.4% was on items with Other Green 
Attributes (e.g. Energy Efficient, Refillable, Reduced Harsh Chemicals, etc.) 



REDUCED WASTE AND PRESSURE ON RESOURCES REDUCED ENERGY & 
 CARBON EMISSIONS 

REDUCED HARSH CHEMICALS  IN 
MANUFACTURE, USE & DISPOSAL 

Office Depot Green Product Attributes [See Green Book 2009 p12 for Explanations] 



Office Depot Shades of Green Introduction 
 

Our Perspective: There are only Shades of Green  
Items are NOT binary – “green” or “not green”, there is a continuum 
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Office Depot Shades of Green in Action: Paper Example 

eco-expectation 

No Forest Certification 
& 0% Recycled Content  

unknown/ 
not necessarily 
green 

SFI/CSA/PEFC Certified  
[This is an OD expectation for paper] 

FSC Certified/ 
10-29% PC Recycled 

 90-100PC 
 Recycled 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

30-89%PC 
Recycled 



  

 
 

Total Spend by Shades of Green 
Q1 2010 – Q4 2010 

  Green Business Review 



In Q410, 56% of College Of The Desert's spend with Office Depot was on items 
with green attributes within Office Depot Shades of Green.  20% of spend could be 
considered Light Green, 35.7% Mid Green and 0.2% Dark Green. 



In Q410, out of $33,435 total spend by College Of The Desert on Office Depot products: 
29.8% was Cut Sheet Paper; 18.6% was Toners; 13.1% was Inkjet Cartridges, 4.2% was 
Filing and 3.4% was Clean Personal Care. 

  



  

 
 

Ink & Toner by Shades of Green 
Q1 2010 – Q4 2010 

  Green Business Review 



Ink & Toner: In Q410, 60.4% of College Of The Desert's ink & toner spend was 
green, down 13.9% from Q310.  6.2% of Ink & Toner spend was remanufactured 
and 54.2% was recycled.  No ink & toner recycling boxes were ordered. 



  

 
 

Cut Sheet Paper by Shades of Green 
Q1 2010 – Q4 2010 

  Green Business Review 



Cut Sheet Paper: In Q410, 81.8% of College Of The Desert's spend on cut sheet paper was 
considered green, up ~15.5% from Q310.  84.3% was 30% or more recycled content.  
18% of paper spend was on SFI Certified virgin paper. 



How does paper use translate to wood & tree use? (source www.papercalculator.org)  

Source: www.papercalculator.org. Wood use measures the amount of wood required to produce a given amount of paper. The number of typical trees assumes a mix of hardwoods and softwoods 6-8" in diameter and 40' tall. Calculated collaboratively by Conservatree and 
Environmental Defense based on data from Tom Soder, Pulp & Paper Technology Program, University of Maine, as reported in Recycled Papers: The Essential Guide, by Claudia G. Thompson, The MIT Press, 1992. 1 ton of wood is the equivalent of  of about 8 trees  

12 cases (1/mth) virgin 8.5x11 … requires approx. 1 ton of wood…which requires approx 8 trees 

12 cases 30% recycled 8.5x11…requires approx. 5/8 ton of wood…which requires approx 5 trees 

12 cases 100% recycled 8.5x11…requires approx. 0 ton of wood…which requires 0 trees 

http://www.papercalculator.org/


  

 
 

Greener Alternatives 

  Green Business Review 



 
 Paper items Instead of virgin/SFI certified>choose FSC> 10%-29% post consumer >30%-89% >90%-100% 

 
 
 

 Ink & Toner  Instead of virgin > choose recycled > instead of recycled, seek remanufactured 
 
 

 Furniture  Instead of any furniture > seek Greenguard or SCS Indoor Advantage certified and/or Recycled 
 
 
 

 Cleaners  Instead of any cleaners  > seek EPA Design for Environment / EcoLogo / Greenseal certified  
 
 

 
 Technology  Instead of any technology > seek Energy Star > and consider EPEAT Bronze/Silver /Gold 

 
 

 Writing  Instead of disposable > choose refillable (& buy refills) > as well as refillable, seek recycled 
 

 Drinkware Instead of disposable > choose recycled/compostable disposables > reusables 
 
 
 

 Deliveries Instead of next day 5 x a week > switch to 3 days a week > switch to one a week delivery 
 
 
 

Recommendations: To go greener, think about which categories you’d like to focus on, 
and seek greener alternatives by category – see Office Depot’s Green Book to find options 
 
[To learn about the eco labels please read Office Depot’s Green Book 2009 page 12 and / or visit www.ecolabelling.org] 

http://www.officedepot.com/a/products/915367/Office-Depot-Brand-310-5417-Remanufactured/
http://www.ecologo.org/en/
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://gamertag360.files.wordpress.com/2008/10/starbucks-cup.jpg&imgrefurl=http://gamertag360.wordpress.com/2008/10/&usg=__hnYvZtbto0lDCdJeMfO-kA5shq0=&h=337&w=278&sz=22&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=d1ZcrdpsVjamoM:&tbnh=119&tbnw=98&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dstarbucks%2Bcup%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://greenpaperproducts.com/images/biodegradable/cups/compostable-hot-cups-lg-SMRE16.jpg&imgrefurl=http://greenpaperproducts.com/disposable-biodegradable-16ounce-hot-cups-smre16.aspx&usg=__93sJMUHBUck-zo4TFf-0qybVEo0=&h=220&w=220&sz=27&hl=en&start=33&tbnid=EWwlsxiasNmdnM:&tbnh=107&tbnw=107&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcompostable%2Bcup%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D18%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26start%3D18
http://www.officedepot.com/a/products/832000/Stainless-Steel-Commuter-Mug-16-Oz/
http://www.officedepot.com/a/products/977540/Trek-Aluminum-Bottle-20-Oz/
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