
COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

43500 MONTEREY AVE. 

PALM DESERT, CA 92260 

FRIDAY, MAY 10, 2013 

MINUTES 
 

I. Chair O’Neill called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. and asked Dr. Kinnamon to lead the 

pledge of allegiance. 

 

President Kinnamon called the roll: 

 Present: Becky Broughton 

   Michael O’Neill 

   Mary Jane Sanchez-Fulton 

   Bonnie Stefan 

    

 Not-Present: Student Trustee Andrew Campbell (Mr. Campbell joined the meeting after 

   Closed Session) 

 

II. CONFIRMATION OF AGENDA:    

 

There were no corrections to the agenda of the special meeting and it is confirmed. 

 

III. CLOSED SESSION 
 

1. CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR, Pursuant to Section 54957.6; 

unrepresented groups & labor unions on campus include CTA, CODAA, and CSEA; 

Agency Designated Representative: Mr. Stan Dupree 

 

2. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION: Superintendent/President 

 
 

IV. OPEN SESSION 10:45 a.m. 

 

No reportable action taken in closed session. 

 

V. PUBLIC COMMENTS  

 

Ms. Jean Benson, Mayor Pro Tem City of Palm Desert addressed the Board recommending 

Aurora Wilson for the vacant Trustee position. 

 

Lee Moeller addressed the Board about not being considered for the position but she offered to 

volunteer her time.   

 

Glenn Miller, City of Indio Council Member, addressed the Board recommending Aurora Wilson 

for the vacant Trustee position. 



 

Leticia DeLara read a letter from Supervisor John Benoit recommending Aurora Wilson for the 

vacant Trustee position. 

 

VI.  CONSENT AGENDA:  All items on the Consent Agenda will be considered for 

approval by a single vote without discussion.  Any Board member may request that 

an item be pulled from the Consent Agenda to be discussed and considered separately 

in the Action Agenda.  

 

Motion by Trustee Sanchez-Fulton, second by Student Trustee Andrew Campbell, to approve 

the consent agenda as presented. 

 

Discussion: None 

 

Vote  

Yes:      Andrew Campbell, Becky Broughton, Michael O’Neill, Mary Jane    

  Sanchez-Fulton, Bonnie Stefan 

No:    None 

Absent:   None 

Abstain:   None 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

A. HUMAN RESOURCES 

 

1. Proposal from CSEA to DCCD – 1
st
 Reading 

2. Proposal from DCCD to CSEA – 1
st
 Reading 

3. Proposal from DCCD to CTA – 1
st
 Reading 

 

VII. ACTION AGENDA 

  

A. BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

1. Appointment Process to Fill the Vacant Seat in Trustee Area 4 

 

Motion by Student Trustee Campbell, second by Trustee Stefan, to approve the appointment 

process as presented. 

 

Discussion: None 

 

Vote  

Yes:      Andrew Campbell, Becky Broughton, Michael O’Neill, Mary Jane    

  Sanchez-Fulton, Bonnie Stefan 

No:    None 



Absent:   None 

Abstain:   None 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Chair O’Neill explained the process. Each candidate received a copy of the questions to be asked 

and chose their seating order earlier. Each candidate will have four minutes to deliver an opening 

statement. 

 

The candidates will be asked those questions and have two minutes to answer.  Each candidate 

will have an opportunity to be the first to answer the various questions.   

 

After the candidates have answered the questions the Board members will each nominate 2 

candidates.  Any candidate with less than two nominations will be eliminated.  The Student 

Trustee will not participate in the nominations but will be asked for an advisory vote once the 

members vote.  The nomination process will continue until there are 2 candidates remaining. 

 

Each candidate delivered their opening statements and the Board members each asked a 

question.  After all questions were answered the Board recessed to lunch at 11:55 and will return 

at 12:30 for the nomination process. 

 

Nomination process: 

 

The first nominations are as follows: 

 

Trustee Mary Jane Sanchez-Fulton:  Dr. Carl Brown and Aurora Wilson 

Trustee Becky Broughton:  Michael McCabe and Aurora Wilson 

Trustee Michael O’Neill:  Dr. Carl Brown and Michael McCabe 

Trustee Bonnie Stefan:  Michael McCabe and Aurora Wilson 

 

Dr. Diana LaMar has been eliminated. 

 

The second nominations are as follows: 

 

Trustee Mary Jane Sanchez-Fulton:  Dr. Carl Brown and Aurora Wilson 

Trustee Becky Broughton:  Michael McCabe and Aurora Wilson 

Trustee Michael O’Neill:  Michael McCabe and Aurora Wilson 

Trustee Bonnie Stefan:  Michael McCabe and Aurora Wilson 

 

Dr. Carl Brown has been eliminated. 

 

The members thanked both Dr. LaMar and Dr. Brown for their interest in serving College of the 

Desert. 

 

Round 1 Voting: 

Student Trustee Andrew Campbell:  Aurora Wilson (Advisory Vote) 



Trustee Becky Broughton:  Aurora Wilson 

Trustee Michael O’Neill:  Michael McCabe 

Trustee Mary Jane Sanchez-Fulton:  Aurora Wilson 

Trustee Bonnie Stefan:  Michael McCabe 

 

The vote is tied and the two remaining candidates were asked an additional question. Each had 

two minutes to respond. 

 

Round 2 Voting: 

Student Trustee Andrew Campbell:  Aurora Wilson (Advisory Vote) 

Trustee Becky Broughton:  Aurora Wilson 

Trustee Michael O’Neill:  Michael McCabe 

Trustee Mary Jane Sanchez-Fulton:  Aurora Wilson 

Trustee Bonnie Stefan:  Michael McCabe 

 

The vote is tied and the two candidates were asked an additional question.  Each had two minutes 

to respond. 

 

Chair O’Neill explained that if the Board is unable to reach a decision after numerous votes it 

may be necessary to adjourn and have the county hold an election. 

 

Round 3 Voting: 

Student Trustee Andrew Campbell:  Aurora Wilson (Advisory Vote) 

Trustee Becky Broughton:  Aurora Wilson 

Trustee Michael O’Neill:  Michael McCabe 

Trustee Mary Jane Sanchez-Fulton:  Aurora Wilson 

Trustee Bonnie Stefan:  Michael McCabe 

 

Round 4 Voting: 

Student Trustee Andrew Campbell:  Aurora Wilson (Advisory Vote) 

Trustee Becky Broughton:  Aurora Wilson 

Trustee Michael O’Neill:  Aurora Wilson 

Trustee Mary Jane Sanchez-Fulton:  Aurora Wilson 

Trustee Bonnie Stefan:  Aurora Wilson 

 

The fourth round of voting was unanimous for Mrs. Aurora Wilson.  Chair O’Neill explained the 

term of this appointment is through November 2014 when the next General Election will be held.   

 

2. Swearing in of new Trustee 

 

Chair O’Neill administered the Oath of Office to Mrs. Aurora Wilson.  The Trustees welcomed 

her as the newly appointed Trustee and asked her to join them on the dais. 

 

 

 

 





 
 

 

 

 

1. What is your understanding of the mission and purposes of the community 

colleges in California? 

 

2. What do you see as the major issues facing the community college(s) in the 

next decade?  

 

3. What is your understanding of the primary responsibilities of the board? 

What would be your responsibility to the board as a trustee?  

 

4. Please discuss your understanding of the differences between the roles of the 

chief executive officer and other administrators and the role of the board.  

 

5. How would you respond to a concern from a student, a staff member, and a 

community member about any part of the college operation?  

 

6. If a board member feels strongly about a matter, but his or her position is not 

supported by the board, how should this trustee conduct him or herself? 

 

7. Please discuss your understanding of the relationship between the 

trustees on the board and the administrators, faculty, staff, and students 

of the institution. 
 
 

8. What are some major accomplishments of the district in the past few 

years? What, if any, areas for improvement should the board   address? 

 

9. What is your understanding of the diverse backgrounds of the community 

college students we serve?  Please consider the following factors:  

academic, socio-economic, cultural, disability and ethnicity. 

 

      10. Why should we appoint you? 

 

    11. Will you run for election in November 2014? 














